
 

PISCATAWAY HIGH SCHOOL “ADOPTED” BY 
PAPER MILL PLAYHOUSE 

STRONG OPENING FOR PISCATAWAY SCHOOLS! 

July and August may be vacation months for students and teachers, but 

not for the Piscataway Schools custodial, facilities, and technology staff. 

This is the time when deep cleaning and facility updates take place in all 

buildings. This summer, in addition to painting and tile work inside, a 

district-wide paving project resurfaced parking lots at most of our 

schools and buildings. Another big project, bathrooms in the Patton 

Building at PHS were replaced. Parents notice the gleaming floors in all 

buildings on Back-to-School Nights. Thank you to all our of custodians, 

facilities staff, and  technology staff for making sure our schools were 

ready on  opening day! 
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Piscataway High School is one 

of only twelve New Jersey high 

schools accepted into the Paper 

Mill Playhouse Adopt-A-School 

Project! Currently entering its 

28th year, this four year, four 

phase, arts-in-education program was cited by The Kennedy Center and Stage Directions 

Magazine as one of the nation’s “Top 10” arts education programs. Approximately 28 students 

will participate each year. The program includes tickets to Paper Mill productions with                

pre-performance seminars, as well as performance workshops, master classes, resident 

teachers, and performing opportunities. The project is fully funded by corporations, 

foundations, and individual donations, as well as by funds from the New Jersey State Council 

on the Arts. This partnership will be used in conjunction with the theatre arts coursework at 

Piscataway High School, and is the product of initiative and vision from Mike Yoson, theatre 

arts teacher at Piscataway High School. Congratulations, Mr. Yoson! 
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Over the summer, Randolphville teacher Rajvi Kamdar took part 

in Breathe for Change, a life-changing Yoga Certification program 

designed specifically for educators. This program teaches ways to 

incorporate yoga, mindfulness, and social emotional learning 

into the classroom. Ms. Kamdar spent 200 hours with fellow  

educators learning strategies to help students focus their minds, 

move their bodies, regulate their  emotions, build community, 

express their creativity, and  experience relaxation. Her grant 

through the Piscataway Education Foundation allows her to pass 

on what she has learned to her students.  “I am so excited to be 

able to bring what I learned to the teachers and students of   

Piscataway so that together, we can help make this world a 

better place, one class at a time!" 

QUIBBLETOWN COUNSELOR TRAVELS TO AFRICA 

RANDOLPHVILLE’S RAJVI KAMDAR BREATHES FOR CHANGE 

 

GIRL SCOUTS GO FOR THE SILVER 

This summer, Quibbletown Counselor, Mawiyah Husbands traveled to Accra, Ghana, West 

Africa, where she visited many of Ghana's national treasures, including a Kente Village in 

Kumasi, the Kakum National Park, and the WEB DuBois Memorial Centre for Pan African 

Culture. Ms. Husbands and her group also brought school supplies to an orphanage in 

Accra. One of the most moving and impactful days of 

the trip was visiting the Cape Coast where African 

people were held captive by European traders before 

walking through the Door of No Return to be loaded on 

ships and sold as slaves in the Americas and Caribbean. 

"In the midst of tremendous grief, sadness and tears, I 

felt a tremendous sense of pride,” said Ms. Husbands. 

“What a strong, brilliant, resilient people we are! We 

not only survived, we've thrived." 

Girl Scouts from Troop 83279 partnered with 

the United Way of Central Jersey to raise 

awareness for its Backpack and School 

Supplies Giveaway. The Girl Scout Silver 

Award Project Team consists of Alexus 

Enabosi, Andrea Enabosi, Alaina Frederique 

and Elissa Frederique. In addition to 

working through the United Way, the girls 

collected individual supplies at various 

Piscataway events all summer long. Supplies 

were delivered to all Piscataway Elementary 

Schools. 



ASSEMBLYMAN DANIELSEN DONATES 

BACKPACKS AND SCHOOL SUPPLIES  

Assemblyman Joe Danielsen, 

along with  representatives 

from Enterprise Car Rental 

and the Piscataway Elks,   

delivered  150 backpacks 

filled with school supplies for    

students in Piscataway 

schools. Students and        

administrators were on hand 

to thank Assemblyman     

Danielsen and his partners for 

their generous donation.  
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Dr. Robert Brooks' staff convocation keynote speech on the themes of resilience, 

motivation, and school climate resonated for Conackamack staff members Joan 

Greenwald and Nicole (Lyon) Kragh. Ms. Kragh had attended Conackamack as a student, 

vividly remembers her time in Ms. Greenwald’s class, and was so happy to have Ms. 

Greenwald serve as her mentor when she began her own teaching career. During Dr. 

Brooks' presentation, Ms. Kragh told Mr. Greenwald, “You were my charismatic adult," 

referring to Brooks' term for a teacher who brings energy and dedication to her students 

each and every day.  

On the first day of class this year, Ms. Greenwald encouraged her students to take 

ownership of the classroom, giving each a voice to contribute to a number of questions 

and statements. After gathering their input, she displayed  a chart for all to see and to 

serve as a reminder that we are a community in search of our best selves. 

DR. BROOKS’ KEYNOTE SPEECH CONNECTS 

PISCATAWAY SUMMER CAMP POSTS HIGH NUMBERS 

Piscataway Summer Camp, run through the Office of Community 

Education, enrolled over 1000 campers in the summer of ‘17, 

quadrupling enrollment from 10 years ago. This popular 

program enrolls student from PreK-Grade 8 and includes 

activities such as swim lessons and computer coding instruction, 

an introduction to astronomy in the new PHS Planetarium, lots 

of outdoor play, and arts enrichment, including Hands-On Clay, 

using the kiln at PHS. New this summer, a three-hour block of 

theater enrichment gave campers a great introduction to the 

performing arts. Campers also looked forward to weekly field 

trips that took them to a Mets game, The Franklin Institute, Bronx Zoo, Sesame Place, Dorney Park, Digger Land, NY Hall of 

Science and many other fun and educational places. 



SUPERCHIEF BAND FESTIVAL ON SEPTEMBER 23 

 

TWO NEW CLASSROOMS OPEN AT CHILDREN’S CORNER POND 

Demand for high-quality, affordable preschool has led to the opening of 

two new classrooms at Children’s Corner Preschool by the Pond. These two 

classrooms allow the District to enroll an additional 40 PreK students, 

ensuring their smooth transition to kindergarten. This brings the total 

enrollment at both preschool campuses to 501 students, a jump from 303 

students enrolled in the 2012-2013 school year. This includes 70 children 

enrolled in the Infant/

Toddler program, which 

began in 2011-2012, with 

just 12 toddlers. Both 

Children’s Corner by the 

River and Children's 

Corner by the Pond now 

employ full-time nurses. 

PISCATAWAY EDUCATION FOUNDATION GRANT AWARDS                             

The 40th Annual Superchief Band Festival is scheduled for Saturday, September 23, 2017 at 

the high school. Sponsored by USBands, this year’s competition will host 17 high school 

marching bands in competitive categories of Music Individual, Visual Performance, General 

Effect, Ensemble Analysis, Color Guard, and Percussion. This year, the Piscataway Superchiefs 

show "War of the Worlds," combines two classic works: the radio show “War of the Worlds” 

by Orson Wells, one of the greatest and most successful media “spoofs” of all times, and 

Gustav Holst’s “The Planets,” one of the most popular and recognizable pieces of classical 

music. The combination of these two works is a perfect interstellar marriage. The event is 

hosted by the Piscataway High School Band Parents Association (PHSBPA) and the High School 

Instrumental Program, led by Dr. Christopher G. Sumner and Kenneth Zampella, Piscataway 

High School Band Directors. Proceeds benefit Piscataway High School band ensembles. 

The Piscataway Education Foundation announced recipients of 

this year’s “Inspire Grants” at the District Convocation. Forty-

nine grant applications were received this year, and funding 

decisions were difficult. Ultimately, sixteen teachers spanning 

preschool through high school received grants for innovative 

teaching practices and non-traditional teaching methods. The 16 

Inspire grants represent funding of over $20,000.  The following 

teachers received grants:  

 Children’s Corner : Margaret Marcinko for “Book Bags” 

 Eisenhower: Sara Shapiro for “Cool Down Space” 

 Grandview: Christian Lee for  "A View of the Future" Digital 
Photography 

 Knollwood: Donna Srouji for “Conversation Enrichment 
Group” 

 Randolphville: Rajvi Kamdar for “Breathe for Change” 

 Arbor: Aleda Gerum and Kathy Malinconico for “The 
Revolutionary War Comes Alive”  

 

 ML King : Karyn Nickels, Jill Brown, Vanessa Middleton, 
Sarah Yi, and Nicole Bal for “MLK Peer Leaders Program” 

 Conackamack: Johanna Reid for “Couch to 5K”  

 Quibbletown: Vivian Fasano for “Portable Ballet Bars 
[barres]”; George Batalas for “How to Hydro”; Vanessa 
Fowler and Jessica Colleton for “NewsELA” 

 Schor: Brittany Gentul for “Mo' Math, Less 
Problems” [Museum of Math Trip]; Mary Ann Williams 
and Dr. Orsolina Cetta for “Mathematics Potential Space 
Mission”  

 All Middle Schools: Dr. Patrick Connelly, Dr. Scott 
Kraiterman, Mrs. Donna DeAngelis White, and Dr. Maria 
Cetta for “SILS: Success in Life and Schools”  

 PHS: Paul Mazur for "The Future of Transportation - 
Autonomous Vehicle Smart Cars”;  Dr. Patrick Connelly, 
Maryann Thein, and Jill Fraticelli for “Mindfulness and 
Yoga for At Risk Students” 

Above: New preschool room  at 

Children’s Corner Pond.         

Left: Redesigned infant room at 

Children’s Corner River 


